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at this height in the Kharta Valley. The Tibetan
snow partridge (Tetraogallus tibetanus] were com-
mon in large parties up to the snow-line. Dippers
(Cinclus cashmiriensis} were found in the streams,
and in the big boulders of moraines was a small
and very dark wren. Snow-finches and the
Eastern alpine accentor appeared to be resident
up to the snow-line. And several migrating birds
were seen in September at 17,000 feet and above,
among them Temminck's stint, painted snipe,
pintailed snipe, house-martin and several pipits.
More than once at night migrating waders were
heard, curlew being unmistakable.
At 16,000 feet was the Rongbuk Monastery.
And at the Base Camp Hingston saw mountain
finches, the brown accentor, the wall-creeper,
ravens, lammergeiers, hill-pigeons and choughs.
Adams' mountain-finch and Guldenstadt's redstart
nested at this altitude. Dung beetles were found
in every pad of dung and beneath the carcase of
every dead animal. A rare little wasp was wont
to work in clay here. Bugs were found ; and ticks
sheltered beneath stones.
We have now reached the level of the summit
of Mont Blanc and need not pursue the subject
further. But we may note how great a variety of
life exists at an altitude higher than the summit
of the highest mountain in Europe. Animals will
ascend the mountain-side as far as their accustomed
food-supply is obtainable, says Hingston, and they
are not deterred by physical inclemence. They